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2 He declaimed his parable and said: “Who will survive when He imposes these!

24 “Big ships from the coast of Kittim will afflict Assyria and afflict the other bank — but it, too,
will be forever destroyed.”

25 Then Balaam rose up and went and returned to his place, and Balak also went on his way.

1 lsrael settled in the Shittim and the people began to commit harlotry with the daughters of Moab.
2 They invited the people to the feasts of their gods; the people ate and prostrated themselves to
their gods. 3 Israel became attached to Baal-peor, and the wrath of HASHEM flared up against Israel.
4 HASHEM said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people. Hang them before Hashem against
the sun — and the flaring wrath of HASHEM will withdraw from Israel.”
5 Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Let each man kill his men who were attached to Baal-peor.”
ehold! a man of the Children of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman near to his
brothers in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the entire assembly of the Children of Israel; and
they were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

7 Phineas son of Elazar son of Aaron the Kohen saw, and he stood up from amid the assembly
and took a spearin his hand. 8 He followed the Israelite man into the tent and pierced them both, the
Israelite man and the woman into her stomach — and the plague was halted from the Children of
Israel. ° Those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.
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were attached to Baal Pe'or]®® yammybyxyvpwbwiawasn 00—
x5p — When people from the tribe of Shimon saw that
capital punishment was being meted out to other members of
their tribe for participating in the idolatrous worship of Baal
Pe’or, the tribe of Shimon went to Zimri ben Salu.”®  ynx
15 — They said to him: ntwp) 21 127 17 — They are judging

6. In a shocking exhibit of brazenness, a Jew brought his
paramour directly to Moses and the elders at the entrance of
the Tent of Assembly and sinned in public view. Moses and the
- elders wept, because they knew that when people are swept up
in a spirit of rebelliousness, any attempt to stop them will only
_incite them further. Therefore, they were reduced to helpless
weeping (Michtav MeEliyahu).

o3 M — And they were weeping. They were at a loss.
Moses forgot that the law regarding one who publicly violates
the Torah’s prohibition against cohabiting with a gentile is:
13 Py31D 0*K3, a zealous one may slay him. Providence caused
Moses to forget so that Phineas could act and be worthy of the
blessing God gave him in verse 12. He reminded Moses of the
law and Moses responded that since he, Phineas, had made it
known, he should be the one to carry it out (Rashi).

Alternatively, Moses and the elders had assembled at the
Tent to tearfully pray that God be compassionate and avert the
plague that they expected (lbn Ezra).
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cases of capital punishment against members of our tribe,
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pniy) Ayt nnx) — and you, our leader, sit and remain
~Jsgilent! ny mp — What did [Zimri] do? =™y yanp) My

VIV NOWIL 12T ; DYINT I P? Y5 PNV DTN VN ,NVIN "IN

vapn byx 75 bxwm nbx nyax) — He arose and gathered
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twenty-four thousand Israelites and went to Cozbi, a Midian-
ite woman., fY% "m8 — He said to her: % wmyy — Submit
yourself to cohabiting with me. 1) 7% na 15 nyax — She
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, saidtohim in reply: I am a king's daughter, Hmy -
-2 and so my father ordered me: nnY Sim3b Xox WwHwn Kb —
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Do not submit except to the greatest of them.2? n% =ny
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NW1 LW Ny N g — Whereupon [Zimri] said to her:
He'® also is a tribal prince; X% 7y X%} — and not only
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that, but wm 51y W — he™ is greater than him
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(Moses), vaY "W Xy — for he™ is the leader of the tribe of
Shimon, who was the second issue of his mother’s womb, Xy
Jeab wrby — while he (Moses) is the leader of the tribe of
Levi, who was the third issue of his mother’s womb. nton
apmib3a — [Zimri] then grabbed [Cozbi] by her plaited —
hair nwn by mwan) — and brought her to Moses. 15 s _5

— [Zimri] said to [Moses]: Bn7ny 13 — Son of Amram,
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non-Jew was not yet in effect; furthermore, Zipporah had converted to Judaism

nqnm ix o8 — is this woman forbidden or permitted to
me? * 17108 MKN bX) — And if you say that she is forbidden,
7% 70 M 10! na — who permitted to you the daughter of

long before the prohibition became effective.] Moses was outraged and
_momentarily forgot what to do under this circumstance. The people who saw

Jethro, who is also a Midianite woman?® iy 1amm mabyna —

this began to weep because they realized that the Divine spirit had left Moses

/@At that moment the ruling that zealots may kill one who cohabits

because of his anger. In the incident of the Golden Calf Moses had confronted

with an idolatress escaped [Moses], 333 %133 — and all

600,000 people, but here he faltered. However, many argue that Moses was
made weak in order that Phineas could have the opportunity to come and fulfill

the people wept loudly; 2'mna7 wwm - and this is the
meaning of that which is written:™  byx nny maa mpm,,

his destiny.
4 Although Moses’ indecisiveness was Divinely ordained, he was still held

""1yin — And they were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of

Meeting. accountable for it because Hashem's demands upon the righteous are exacting

The Gemara continues to explicate the episode of Zimri and

{to a hair s-breadth], As a result, Moses was punished by leaving the place of

Cozbi: his burial hidden from men (Tanchuma).

7YhNt1a oPe XYM, 3n; — Scripture states further:®
Pinchas the son of Elazar. . .saw.

The Gemara asks: 6 S Gas” WIS%"-
87 M — What did [Pinchas] see? —
=1T::3 e:nal;::e:;;e:;: _!;;_1 St e R Baal Peor is one of the most revolting and disgusting forms of
: i m3%3 "3 npyn nsy - He saw the - - -
incident involving Zimri and Cozbi and he recalled the ruling idol worship. The Gemara relates that those who worshiped

in this matter.®® 1 "nx — [Pinchas] said to [Moses]: ny

Baal Peor would consume various laxatives and then proceed to

WY IR ANTI2 RTNY 12 XY Xax ax — Brother of my father’s |
father,*! did you not teach me® upon your descent from

relieve themselves before the idol. What attraction could such a

Mount Sinai: 13 py31s pagp Mk N byian — Regarding one

s disgusting form of idolatry contain for Israel?

who cohabits with a Cutl an — zealots may kill him?
5 “nx— [Moses] replied to him: Rt AL U RDIONT KPR
Xp7e — Let the one who reads the leiter be the agent to
carry out its instructions.!®
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250 / Reb Chaim'’s Discourses — Parashas Vaeschanan

Seen in a deeper sense, paafPeor represents the tearing down of all
moral and religious restrictions and prohibitions. Idolaters, too, had
their morals manifested by their deity, and by the mode of its worship.

The_worshipers of Baal Peor rebelled against these very strictures,

proclaiming their complete lack of recognition of any system of values (

whatsoever. This iconoclasm and espousal of anarchy became their
very god! The more Savta showed his contempt and disrespect for
Peor, the more esteemed and praiseworthy he became.

& Only too well do we now understand the attraction of this idol.
The allure of the ideology of permissiveness and lack of any

R ‘restraints can be witnessed in contemporary society which faces an
~J onslaught by anarchy, immorality and permissiveness.

{

It was precisely for this reason that Bilaam chose licentiousness as
the means for bringing on Israel’s plunge into the decadence of Baal
Peor. The first moral restriction that humanity had set for itself was
to_limit promiscuous_relationships. By sending the daughters of

Midian to mingle with Israel and to entice them, he succeeded in
breaching the wall of the restrictions and prohibitions of the Torah.
This, Bilaam knew with certainty, would culminate in the worship of
Baal Peor.

This will explain the fact that even when the Torah permits
something usually prohibited, such an exemption is bounded into a
specific framework.

Thus the Torah, recognizing human frailty, permits a 9xin nY, a
gentile woman captured in war. Although the Torah sanctioned this
relationship due to human weakness, it still laid down many
/ restrictions and conditions. The purpose of these conditions is so that
, even the exemption granted be enclosed in a framework of restraint

< and should not lead to a complete dissolution of moral bonds. So, too,

5

. the 077 93, the closest relative to a victim of murder, was permitted
to avenge the blood of the victim because 122% o2 *3, because of the
heated rage of the relative. Still, the Torah did not totally permit the
taking of revenge, for then it would constitute a complete breakdown
of the restraints to murder. Hence, certain areas were designated as
v9pn My, cities of refuge, where even in moments of rage the avenger
was not permitted to harm the murderer. All this, to ensure that the
restraint on murder would remain. With this in mind, we may
understand the verse NX MW BYPY .. WRN NN KD). .. 1DPIN KD
(3,2:107™27) 2y Sya3 m Ay WK, Do not add . . . and do not detract
... You have seen with your own eyes what God did to Baal Peor
(Devarim 4:2,3). .

The juxtaposition of these two verses is puzzling. What is the
connection between these injunctions and what happened to Peor?
How does the incident of Peor serve as a warning not to add to or
detract from mitzvos?

The answer is that the essence of not adding to mitzvos or
detracting from them is the breach of the guidelines laid down by the
Torah and their replacement with one’s own mitzvos.

%’[he Torah serves as a fence to protect a person from the

blandishments of this world, much in the manner of a fence
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surrounding a field. If one dislodges even one small section of the

fence he has demolished not only that particular segment but has

destroyed the entire effectiveness of the fence. One who dispenses

with even one mitzvah of the Torah has in effect rid himself of all
restraint and it is but a matter of time until the all-encompassing
fence of Torah will be in shambles.

Pursuit of Honor [ 259

15a, .

A most vivid example of this is Zimri ben Salu who was the prince
of the tribe of Shimon and one of Israel’s elders. He sinned with
Kazbi, daughter of Tzur, king of Midian. The question arises as to
how a man of his old age and stature (he was a son of Shimon) could
succumb to that kind of temptation. The Gemara reveals that it was
not licentiousness that lured him but rather kavod. Thus,

P, 103 5Y2) NOW 13, NI TWND TR 5D )»on 1y 1YON NN NI
TP MYAY PO LYY DIYT NINHYY NMIVON NP “PHN TN, PN
PO LYY YINYNY NN OIWIY SNt 03D YN Y19 HY P
19 YR PTIN IYWR INY PO YPY NI NI TYND JvD) BTN I °9 9y 99~
NYIINNN 199 YN Y $9ND DY NI PIMNY NN TUNNY MOV TIRD )
PAYRDY M NN 20N MY NN HHND 315 N2 VIPY WY NNUNIN
Y PO N9 HNY DX )P MDY NI XoW D 0 NI DY
PR 12 TINYD HPINNY 9Y DMMON NN YT TP K7 POV ORIN
DY)

Nom e o - nmes [

oPn A1 PRMTOVAR PR PP
1°20% W nRaw ,5rer prabrinw
DD XWN P LAV RWI AT TR
T TA5T DNROW RYR 10 mibowh
M3 P YT YY1 YT Sy nvavaw
197 1 AYWA (a0 prmo) YTIN MINRW
IR ,R120 72 M7 YRR AW YW 1032w
POIVY QWY NXY MWD 1T 1T 1 1Y
(‘gnwnw Xow 1ma0h wnw 1o,

nI¥1Y »10 WYY an AWy o0p IMRWI
23Kk 17120 nX YAy vawn M2 nx
Q 71297 17120 DX 1PY DX PV Twynd
DX ,0mp Tmb mmy aYwn m waw
192 1o 3y XY 207 nnkn 2awa
,X°0IID2 7173 17°aY NAYY M M
% x3p% 2 nbum byw N
A0 B WP n7wi R

. - AL

b The tribe of Shimon came to Zimri ben Salu. They
{, 3 complained to him, 'They [i.e., Moshe and Aharon] are
judging capital punishment cases and you are inac-
What did he do? He gathered twenty-four thousand
Israelites and went to Kazbi. He told her, “ Accede to
my request.” She replied, "T am a princess, and my
father instructed me to yield only to the greatest of
them.” He replied, “'I too am a prince, and besides [my
tribe is older] being of second birth [ie., the tribe of
Shimon], while the other [Moshe] is merely from the
third [i.e., the Tribe of Levi]” (Sanhedrin 82a).

The people of Zimri's tribe aroused his ire by pointing out the
honor bestowed upon others, ostensibly less worthy than himself.
When Kazbi told him that she is meant to sin ‘with the greatest of
them,” he lunged at the ‘honorl As old and as venerable as he was, he
gculd not resist the compulsions of kavod even at the price of
divesting himself of all that was holy and noble in its pursuit,
Jproving in a most incontrovertible fashion that neither age nor
stature weakens one’s appetite for honor and prestige.

It appears that Hashem created man with such a powerful lust for
kavod in order that he may gain a deeper understanding of how to
give kavod to his fellow man, honor without any limitation. As much
as one must distance oneself from the pursuit of honor, one st
conversely work relentlessly to provide it for someone else, All the
scheming and planning that is so degrading when used For one’s own
advancement becomes obligatory when undertaken for the sake of
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circumstances warrant. This explains Hillel's endeavor to satisfy the
senseless cravings of a formerly wealthy man and serve as his page.

Let every man look at himself. One knows how much kavod he , P S—
wants and how much he needs For his happiness. To use it for oneself f ) Y AYH D013 anm WA RIX
si\s‘pm._liet him instead learn from this how much kavod he WX DAY AR RPN D R D TAD
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The Holy One seized Yeravam by his cloak and.tolﬂ{ mny Ton ab5w uRYe .
" him, “‘Repent, and then I and you and the son of Yishai 1I¥3 PRINAY TR VI (375 3 o) *

will stroll in the Garden of Eden.”” He asked, “Who will :
be first?” [Hashem] replied, ““The son of Yishai.” J21WN3 A BIRA DR 1YY 191 ,marn
“If 0, I do not want it” (Sanhedrin 102a).
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eravam was meritorious enough to enter Gan Eden and was urged
by God to repent and to reclaim the share of the World-to-Come

which was rightfully his. Not only was he to enter Gan Eden but ( yan 113 v 0w Yonm prin a3p 9
Hashem’s declaration implied that indeed he, Yeravam, was to be the ([ 29ennY aby i 9o0h o oewd
”W more prominent of the two: “I and you and the son of Yishai.” oo MMTT Y53 g mak Map Yy
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~ What then prompted Yeravam to ask, “Who will come first?”

. The answer is that Yeravam was so obsessed with his craving for P8 Y0 3P 0MIBR BN o
glory that he had to have his preeminence spelled out to him clearly W 9T R or Ywob wBR i o
and was not satisfied.w'ith t}.le mere‘knowledge ther;off. Bec:\us.e l:ie 53 R R 2MPh Nd WY awn v map
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became of lesser stature than David. His lust for honor was so
overpowering that he chose to forfeit his share in Gan Eden over an Y (5" SHE W =
imagined slight to his honor. Indeed kavod, honor, has the ability to ; ) 2WRN prns) an
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warp a man’s thinking, rendering him completely irrational. R K7 K0 PR DR mn v wen
£ il LR 05 her s E myraw o L,ohwh mba e pw

*wyn Y91 0% X0 a0 on Sw At

: H‘ ) R S nvsn b ann ,nwn 3P TY nbpna
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by the senseless dictates of kavod, the result being the forfeiture of

many opportunities to progress. One might hesitate to ask someone to nnbw 95 (3 [LD) KM RIR Icf

learn with him for fear of being turned down, an affront to one’s WD 3 v Rwoa ¥R nywan msbe

pf‘id.e. Simi.latly, orte refrains from askir'xg som'eone to cla.rify a T abynb vy N3P AL 127 WRM

difficult point for him because of nonsensical notions of prestige. 17om ,nbymY BnY e nunY ,nunb onb

* Another factor, in the sway that kavod holds over man, is the
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point of saturation, kavod, being abstract and without substance, 3 A9 o
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Most pedple are guilty of an extremely serious sin which

the Torah (Devarim 29:18) describes as, “Shalom yihyeh li_

ki_beshrirus _libi eilech.” Loosely, translated, it means, “I'm
fine. Leave me alone.” The Chazon Ish calls someone who
displays this attitude a beinoni beshitah, a person who delib-
erately chooses to be mediocre as a matter of principle, But
life is not like that. There is no standing still in life, not when
it comes to ruchnius.

Yaakov Avinu told us, “Behold, the ladder is standing on

the ground and its top reaches into the heaVvens.‘” The com-
mentators see iri‘these words that life is like a ladder, Either
you go up; or you go down. You never remain_stagnant.

* Perhaps we can give this analogy a bit of a contemporary
twist. Life is actually-like an escalator. A down escalator. Our
mission in life is to get to the top. If we walk up slowly, we
will be carried down by the motion of the escalator. If we
walk up quickly, we will stay in more or less the same place,
since the down motion of the escalator and our own upward

motion would cancel each other out. If, however, we make

(/ a tremendous effort to run up, we can overcome the down-
7 ward motion and reach the top. That is what life is all about

when it comes“to matters of ruchnius. If you don’t make
f_ an_effort, the escalator will carry you down. There is no
~ standing still in life.

The Midrash tells us that whenever an episode begins
with the word vayeishev, and he sat, it is a sign of forebod-
ing. Why is this so? The Maharal explains that sitting in one
place invites calamity. Jews weren’t made to sit still. A
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He [Ben Azzai] used to say: Do not scorn anyone,

and do not dismiss anything; for there is no

individual who has not his hour, and there is no
thing that has not its place. ‘

g¥ucs Fom St Perek IV, mishnah 3 | 449
\7\\ @0'\»4‘\

that hour for him now.

For there is no individual who has not his hour, and there is no '
thing that has not its place.

Two concepts are mentioned in our text — the two qualities or dimen-
sions that bound and determine all existence: time and space. Every-
thing in creation exists within limits. This is the Divine plan: that every

person alive, every object extant should have an allotted time and des-

- ignated place in which to be. /
Then if everyone and everything that exists has time and space by
Divine decree, in a universe governed by His will, each person, crea-
ab ture and object is automatically due a certain respect. All that exists,
the Almighty has seen fit to endow with being, with space and time,
with its particular hour and its particular place; let nothing be rejected

in disparagement.

28 Ry Wolbe on Chemesh.

Rashi explains that the worshipers would expose themselves and
defecate before the idol. What could possibly be the logic or philoso-
phy behind such worship?

Rav Yitzchak Hutner explained that this ideology is a manifes-
tation of pessimism. It was the worshipers’ way of declaring that
actions have no real purpose; at the end of the day, everything is
worthless, Whether one eats a succulent steak or a gorgeous red
apple, the end result is that everything turns into excrement.

Such an outlook is diametrically opposed to the Torah. The

orah teaches us that every action has the ability to build, and noth-
ing goes to waste. Even excrement could be used as fertilizer, as it
contains essential life-giving nutrients that help develop a new crop.
Everything in this world has a purpose, and nothing is wasted or
totally lost.

Bilaam declared (23:10), “Who can count the dust of Yaakov?”
Rashi explains that there is no limit to the mitzvos that Bnei Yisrael
perform with earth. We are prohibited from plowing a field with
an ox and a donkey yoked together, and from planting mixtures
of seeds (kilayim). We are commanded to use the ashes of the red
heifer to purify those who came in contact with a dead person, and
the test of the sotah was performed with a mixture that contained

! earth. Bnei Yisrael are able to elevate even
”Bnei Yisrael are  something as lowly as dirt, by using it to
perform mitzvos, attain purity, and restore
: harmony to the home of the sotah.

even something ~This concept is discussed in Mesilas
as lowly as dirt.”) Yesharim, who writes that kedushah is
the ability to transform the mundane into
tl’(lg spiritual. Chazal tell us that giving food and drink to a talmid
chacham is tantamount to offering a sacrifice and a wine libation,
because a falmid chacham channels every action toward spiritual-
ity. Indeed, the mishnah (Mikva’os 9:5) refers to talmidei chacha-
mim as “bana’im” — builders — because they are the true builders
of the world.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Balak 25:3)

able to elevate
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ZIMRI: THE IDEOLOGUE NP ON WIN YT NY L9NUNIY s95y

Among the exalted Jews of that generation, only someone truly excep-
tional and deeply spiritual would have been appointed leader of a tribe.

»01D2 T WY 5952 IR NN KLY D7YR SEvnN B
271 MR Swin b 9WDYY 2anb oY AwRb oy WPy o

We cannot, therefore, assume that Zimri, prince of the tribe of Shimon, V7SPRI” AN MR Awn YW NG DR 97N WD ,Tonn nan
was simply satisfying his desires when he brought the Midianite prin- TP TN TR L(L,T7 0M3T) MANED DR W BT NS Wiyl 1%
cess before the people. If this were the case, he would not have acted | 293 wihyn nm 3P 2P D03 157 7oYnn wmm mmoyiw [ron
with such impudence. Zimri could never have hoped to gain the back- QWWFWKW‘MW}
ing of even his fellow tribesmen unless his confrontation with Moshe at 310 TR WNY N AW IR PXIW* By N1 pon m anaiap
least appeared to be an ideological one — a dispute over principles, not 703 DYND DRp” YW noban nnow 9y nvm
a fulfillment of base desires.
" We can grasp something of the nature of Zimri’s ideological argu- YOI DNy Svoin MNP 4ap

ment when we note the meaning of the names by which the Torah re- oP1 Or 95 YRIWC DY T2 0P N Aws S 1T Min nrR) K
fers to him and to his Midianite mistress, Kozbi the daughter of Tzur. TPV ,IBR? AWH OR 7937y 210517 DR 027D WS o ,7m:=
~Not only does the Torah make a point of recording their names and Y 2 BMOT TR WD YW oM and) ona onR Beae P
those of their fathers, but it calls this prince of Shimon “Zimri,” rather DMWY A% Yyw XYR 2InMap DpR ¥ XYW 7om T von
than his original name, Shelumiel. 29 TOM DR YW 1N WL 13 Dppn .hmebn nywa nws nx
The opening chapter of the book of Bemidbar lists the names of the ) ("?X 3P DanW w31 XM ,Wnim 9IX2 0537 DR 179 'vaﬁ

leaders of Israel’s twelve tribes who were to assist Moshe in taking the (8’373 703 R 25W WA 12 JPnnnw mmm qwoaw own %
census of the Jewish people: DWpn B7aNN7 RN MIWn” 9502 012 LR WRS 9317 NN
NPRY 7272 950 - LWDW I WPY2 KW PIAT DR DEWTHT Py
NI DPpRD DWNRH XD YA DO DR T hmT oy
W2 T OROR RT3 D0 PR RITW 0w TY 0y mrians
JURT L TPRNLY D 1NTRY D1pnY Tn0Y ,0%hve 27 °n wR o

SPOR MR N3P AT mmYnAY mxean u

These are the names of the men who will assist you: from Reuven,
Elitzur the son of Shedei'ur; from Shimon, Shelumiel the son of

Tzurishaddai.... These are the representatives of the community
[keru’ei ha’eidah), the princes of their ancestral houses and leaders of
Israel’s thousands. : T? DMWY WM AW MNP DIpn DR DWTR n R 7
(Bemidbar 1:5-6, 15) WK AWR'” 1ML XOW NYTY IR wam 37 o1 R uve
V3T) DPRRY YRYY TXMB WK nunyt v . mopiosn
yanY WnYI 0om ,Map Y 2w M 999 nUR Mo mhw e

3 OCommenting on the word keru’ei, representatives, the Ba'al
{IaTurim points out that in the i_I‘orah .it is written wi'th a shortenéd szv /70D % DR NIPD R IO ST *HY M raThy i
to Indicate that one of these community representatives was lacking in BB TR DYTP 1m 1 povm Na%h HeWDR DX 1 My,
tI‘1e righteousness all the others possessed. This representative, the Ba’al BT 15 Py oW T K90 SN0 DI T X5 0B hrmm
HaTurim explains, was Shelumiel, the prince of Shimon, whom the To- "r-n-[b T TUBR B NUn TR TReen e o TR =
tah later calls “Zimri the son of Salu.”" (112977 D nnbYNIw DR 9y ATm M5 mTA wnye T
The name Shelumiel means “God is my" sheleimus, perfection.” A
Ideologically, Shelumiel believed in the ultimate worldwide unity of L — e
man’s relationship with God. He could not accept that mankind could i 33\
reach a State of perfection as long as there remained religious differ-, P ThY p )/ onYD nIR
énces between nations. This is the reason he brought his Midianite mis- fraes
tress before the entire Jewish nation: to proclaim that through such in-
termarriage they could raise the gentiles to the spiritual level of the Jews

YROM ovn Mnb mwopn R ™y .2
72% DPR AN N e L WY ow xenm

*and that through the eradication of religious differences all mankind P R T i D?f/
,could become God's “chosen people.” MN %Y WM X3 I v Won 1pRb Ka ot
In his own way, Bilam, too, sought to eliminate the Jewish people’s T OW WY oY 1Y MR T Y Rmy

133110 77T %Y Mt nh1 nabona Pwmmw

setineti i iled; troy their chosenness
distinctive separateness. Bilam failed; unable to destroy wYn X5 "N NI nrom PIR TR ¥

by means of his curses, he had been obliged to praise the Jews as “a na-

377 PUANT .DIMDD2 XYT LMY HY oy vty
tion dwelling alone...not counting itself among other nations.” TIT 17 pUAN LOMID ‘D INI® NIRDN 11903 Y M

Yet overcoming Bilam’s plot was only half the battle. The Jewish ::'mr: PRI ,0MD ‘D ,TIT WHI 1D Synvw
people’s unique relationship with God — which remained intact de- IR PrRNT 0N 'D MW *» 1003 pravRy

5 i i -(”"op 1) DRID ’D HRY »127 103
spite the evil machinations of an external enemy — was now being IRPVRDN

/J) challenged from within. The value of their uniqueness was being chal-
lenged by none other than the leader of one of their tribes. -
When Kozbi led a delegation of Midianite and Moabite women

YW M nnen s panb oo KXo JTRY IN

into the Jewish encampment to 'tEefriendn the men of Israel, Shelumiel YT TN U T3 SRETD X
saw it as a fortuitous opportunity to verify his ideological beliefs. How- 20K WRW 9w 93 A0 0N e 578 )
ever, the Torah calls her “Kozbi,” because the fondness she showed the (‘:v YR PTINM oMsnY TTY wo) Dwaw
| Jewish people was no more than kazav, a lie. Moreover, the Torah calls Q2Pw T pwe wos oYW 3 x¥vs Y

: = i iel’ i r sheleimus, his '
him “Zimri” because, despite Shelumiel’s yearning fq ) TP 70 YD ymnma PRI NN DPYRY ovimw

JIWWYW A WYY TV o°KRYD

misguided ideals would have lead only to zamar, a “cutting off” of the
Jewish people from God.
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